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performance instructions

percussion

instrumentation - chimes, claves, crotales.  never damp resonance.  

piano

the piano requires preparation.  

for each of the following pitches, insert a small coin, preferably a canadian ten cent piece, at the exact midpoint of the string(s).  the two outer strings should be under the coin, and the 
middle string above it.  the coin should be placed so that it creates a resonant, gong-like tone; there should be no artifacts (buzzing, specifically) at an mf to f dynamic, and the tone should 
have a fundamental that sounds approximately a major second below the written pitch.  the piano part has been transposed accordingly.  
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for each of the following pitches, insert a tuning wedge, eraser, or other damping device such that the resultant tone is very percussive yet semi-resonant.  the fundamental should not be 
obscured.  the quality of tone should be similar to that achieved by damping the string with a finger.  
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pedal lightly throughout.  

global performance instructions

the overall quality of this music is quasi-minimalism; phase-shifting of repetitions is present, yet purposely obscured.  continuousness, pulse, and resonance are important.  

avoid using double bar lines as a reference during rehearsal; they are in differing places in each part, and indicate a change of section for each performer.  use measure numbers always.  

programme note

"in medias res" is a literary construct in which the story opens in the midst of the narrative, often at a critical point, rather than at the beginning.  the context of earlier or later events, 
necessarily elaborated on after this type of opening, attains the particular quality of consistently referring to this central event.  
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